
Senator Osten, Representative Walker, ranking Members Miner and

France and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee:


My name is Karen C. Dibala, and I am from Mansfield Center, Ct.

I am a Sandy Hook Promise Leader, a member of JIA (Justice In Action) at Asylum Hill

Congregational Church in Hartford, a member of Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance,

and a member of Mothers United Against Violence in Hartford, a retired teacher, mother,

grandmother.


I am testifying in support of the $3.6 million included in the Governor’s budget adjustment

bill for the Department of Public Health to fund gun violence prevention programs.


With Mothers United, I have attended street vigils with Mothers United members, where the

blood stain from the murdered person is on the sidewalk. Reverend Henry Brown speaks to the 
crowd gathered saying that the shooter may be among us, that we must speak up if we know

the identity of the shooter, we must stop killing our brothers and innocent bystanders, enough

is enough. Being with the grieving family, presenting them with a prayer shawl, breaks my heart 
and opens my tearful eyes to the inequities and injustices in this community of color, plagued 
by gun violence and its profound impact. I am aware of the long term devastating effects on 
children who live in a community where violence can erupt at any time. This can affect brain 
development, learning ability, mental and physical health, criminal behavior, ability to form 
healthy relationships, and capability for stable employment. 


I strongly support Gov. Lamont’s proposal to allocate money to develop community based 
programs with a public health approach for gun violence prevention and intervention programs, 

that include conflict resolution, that are evidenced based to break the cycle of violence.

Ct. has ample resources including a budget surplus, and money from the federal pandemic 
relief to implement this.


I strongly support CAGV’s proposal to create an office of community gun violence prevention.

Six states have implemented something similar. I support gun violence prevention programs,

particularly the evidenced based free, Sandy Hook Promise Programs being in all schools, 
houses of worship and community groups.


